Women in Education

Background

The right to become educated has been long sought after by women. The history of women’s education parallels the beginning of feminism. Women have made huge strides toward receiving an equal education, but this revolution is far from over. Material gains have been made, but an inequality of expectations and results of education for men and women remains. Before women gained the right and privilege of higher education they were believed to be lower-class citizens, not worthy of voting or owning property, or any number of other “inalienable rights”. It was not only men who believed that women should hold a lower position than they. Queen Victoria said: " I am most anxious to enlist everyone who can speak or write to join in checking this mad, wicked folly of 'Women's Rights', with all its attendant horrors, forgetting every sense of womanly feelings and propriety.” 

Without education to empower them, many women believed that they should not hold the power to influence politics or even make decisions about their own property. Education was thought to make women discontented with their current status, and possibly even irritated with men, and had the potential to disrupt the social balance. It was not until the twentieth century that women began to desire knowledge for themselves as individuals. 

Milestones

Below is a brief background of the history of women in education here in the United States. This brief chronology merely traces a few of the hundreds of thousands of victories women had to win in order to become educated.

1833: Oberlin College was founded. It was the nation’s first university to accept women and black students. 

1848: The Seneca Falls convention. This convention added fuel to the flame of education and suffrage. At the convention a declaration concerning women’s rights and issues of education and employment. 

1877: Helen Magill became the first woman in the United States to earn her Ph.D. 

1880: Women comprised eighty percent of all elementary school educators.

1910: Women made up 39 percent of all collegiate undergraduate students and even 20 percent of all college faculty. 

1945: The first woman was accepted to Harvard Medical School. 

1972: Title XI was passed to help end the discrimination based on sex for any educational program that received federal funding. 

1980: Women equaled men in numbers enrolled in colleges with 51 percent. 1996 Virginia Military Institute was forced by the Supreme Court to become coeducational.

